
ready for the first trips as troop carriers until 55 days later. 
During the following months the work went forward more 
and more rapidly, as is shown by the shortening lengths of 
the columns in the diagram. By April the time required for 
converting cargo ships to troop carriers had been almost cut 
in two and was approximately one month. By means o f these 
Converted cargo ships, by the assignment of German liners, 
and also by the great aid rendered by the Navy, which put at 
the Army's disposal cruisers and battleships, the Army was 
brought back home even more rapidly than it was taken to 
France. 

SUMMARY 

1. During our 19 months of war more than 2,000,000 
American soldiers were carried to France. Half a million of 
these went over in the first 13 months and a million and a half 
in the last 6 months. 

2. The highest troop-carrying records are those o f July, 
1918, when 306,000 soldiers were carried to Europe, and 
June, 1919, when 364,000 were brought home to America. 

3. Most of the troops who sailed for France left from New 
York. Half of them landed in England and the other half 
landed in France. 

4. Among every 100 Americans who went over 49 went 
in British ships, 45 in American ships, 3 in Italian, 2 in French, 
and 1 in Russian shipping under English control. 

5. Our cargo ships averaged one complete trip every 70 
days and our troop ships one complete trip every 35 days. 

6. The cargo fleet was almost exclusively American. It 
reached the size of 2,700,000 dead-weight tons and carried to 
Europe about 7,500,000 tons of cargo. 

7. The greatest troop-carrier among all the ships has been 
the Leviathan, which landed 12,000 men, or the equivalent 
of a German division, in France every month. 

8. The fastest transports have been the Great Northern 
and the Northern Pacific, which have made complete turn­
arounds, taken on new troops, and started back again in 19 
days. 


